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Hungarians on the Silk Road 

The Silk Road, the Eurasian trade route linking China with the Mediterranean seashore was used not 
only for the purpose of commerce, but it also was the meeting point of the large civilizations of the East 
and West. From the 2nd century B. C. for more than a thousand years, silk, luxury items and other 
assorted merchandise was carried along this road to be exchanged in the towns and oases. It was 
also a conduit of ideas, beliefs, styles of art and technologies. Chinese, Indian, Iranian and classical 
Western culture intersected there and developed a new syncretistic culture. 
This intellectual melting pot created a peculiar culture, whose material remains and documents as 
well as cartography and geology had been explored and studied, among others, by Hungarian scholars, 
the members of the Széchenyi Expedition and Sir Aurel Stein. 
The expedition (between 1877-1880) led by Count Béla Széchenyi, elder son of the founder of the 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences, and the later archaeological and geographic exploratory work 
carried out over many decades by Aurel Stein had a common point of interest: the Caves of the 
Thousand Buddhas in Dunhuang. 
The exhibition organized by the Oriental Collection of the Library of the Hungarian Academy 
ofSciences in cooperation with the Chinese Dunhuang Academy on the occasion of the 140th 
anniversary of the Széchenyi expedition and the 75th anniversary of Aurel Stein’s death, 
presents historical photographs, maps, letters, manuscripts, as well as contemporary 
and modern publications and films to guide the visitors to the scenes of the discoveries, among them 
to the most significant artistic relic of the region, the Caves of the Thousand Buddhas, in whose 
contemporary discovery these Hungarian scholars and travellers had played a path-breaking role. 
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Dunhuang, exterior view of the Caves of the Thousand Buddhas 
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March across high dunes in Taklamakan towards Keriya river end 
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with streamers , banner complete Bhaishajyaguru 
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Portrait of Aurel Stein by Elliott V. Fry 
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Portrait of Count Béla Széchenyi 



Oriental interest in Hungary — Hungarian explorers of China 
For Hungarians, the Orient has always been more than a mere geographical category, for they are aware 
of their eastern origins. Many periods of their history were shaped by coexistence and interchange 
with eastern peoples. Before the conquest of the Carpathian Basin at the end of the 9th century A.D., 
the Hungarian tribes had roamed the steppes for about a thousand year and took part in the great East 
to West migration of nomadic societies. 
During the 19th century national independence and the progress of civil society brought about the 
question of national identity. Where the cradle of the Hungarian people was, and which other 
tongues are the relatives of their language, had come into the focus of general interest. Oriental Studies 
flourishing all over 19th century Europe had provided the tools for their Hungarian disciples to 
approach these questions scientifically. There were a great number of lay travellers and 
professionalscientists, whoforprehistoricresearches, or other motiveswenttothe East,andmanyofthem 
played a significant role in the geographical, geological, ethnological, zoological and botanical 
description of Asia. Many expeditions led to the territory of China which brought results unrelated to 
Hungarian prehistory but important in the description of the physical environment and civilization 
of the visited country. 



  
LHAS Csoma 69 

Portrait of Alexander Csoma de Koros. A. J. Walzel 
after the drawing of Agoston Schofft 

Alexander Csoma de Ko6ros, philologist, the first outstanding Orientalist of Hungary 
(circa 1784-1842) set off to the East in 1819 to find the ancient homeland of the Hungarians. 
He was motivated by the different theories on the origin of his nation, which connected the 
Hungarians with the Huns, Avars and Uighurs. 
But having arrived at Ladakh, he devoted himself to study the Tibetan language. He published 
in Calcutta the first Tibetan-English dictionary and a Tibetan grammar, prepared the English 
version of the Mahavyutpatti, and compiled a great material on various fields of Tibetan literature. 
Thus, a new field of Oriental studies, Tibetology was founded by him. 
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Plaque of Alexander Csoma de Ko6ros 
Csoma de K6ros died in Darjeeling and was buried there in the Christian cemetery. 
His tomb was erected in 1845 by the Asiatic Society of Bengal, for which he worked as a librarian 
for more than a decade. 

This plaque, with a picture of his tomb in a brass frame with the coat of arms and Holy Crown of 
Hungary, was kept by Count Istvan Széchenyi, ‘the greatest Hungarian’, on his desk until his death. 
As the inscription says, Csoma ‘far from Hungary, sleeps his eternal sleep, but lives on in the soul 
of every good Hungarian’. 
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Tomb of Csoma de Koros at Darjeeling 
Before entering China proper, the members of the Széchenyi expedition had visited different 
places. Lajos Léczy was on the footsteps of Csoma, first in Calcutta at the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 
later on his way to Sikkim visited his resting place at the cemetery of Darjeeling. 
Stein took this photo in May 1899, when he travelled to Darjeeling to visit the grave of his 
compatriot and predecessor in Central Asian research 
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Illuminated frontispiece of the Diamond Sutra 
The Diamond - or, more precisely, Diamond-Cutting — Sutra belongs to the Pradjnyaparamita 
Sutras, the standard texts of Mahayana Buddhism, but its content already forecasts the philosophy 
of Vajrayana Buddhism. This is one of the most widespread texts of Tibetan Buddhism. 
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Portrait of Count Jeno Zichy 
Jené Zichy (1837-1906), politician, explorer of Asia, member of the Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences led three expeditions to China and Central Asia. In the third expedition (1897-1898) 
Zichy arrived at Beijing via Urga and the Gobi Desert. He paid special attention to the archaeological 
material, from which he expected to find hints to the original homeland of the Hungarians. 
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Nankou Pass, illustration from Zichy’s travelogue, 1901-1905 



Hungarian National Museum, Historical Photo Department 1473/1956 

Portrait of Jeno Cholnoky 
Jend Cholnoky (1870-1950) was Professor of Geography at the University of Budapest. 
He visited China (1896-1898) on Lajos Loczy’s encouragement to conduct hydrographical 
research in the Yangtze region, in particular to study the delta regions of the great rivers of the 
Chinese Plain, with special attention to the frequent course changes of the 
Yellow River and the Yangtze. He travelled as far as the Gobi Desert and Manchuria. 
Later he wrote comprehensive works on China’s geography. He edited several of Stein’s 
articles published in Hungarian geographical journal and wrote an obituary of him 
summarizing Stein’s important results in the field of geography.   



  
Babes-Bolyai University 1023/5023 

Police boat on the Grand Canal in Cholnoky’s travelogue 
From the land of dragons 

Illustration from Cholnoky’s travelogue From the Land of Dragons 
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Prying eyes around Cholnoky’s boat, Fu River 
Illustration from Cholnoky’s travelogue From the Land of Dragons 
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Residents of Tianbaoshan with Jend Cholnoky 
Illustrations from Cholnoky’s travelogue From the Land of Dragons 
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Hungarian Museum of Ethnography F 270287 

Portrait of Count Gyorgy Almasy 
The traveller Gyorgy Almasy (1867-1933) carried out zoo-geographical investigations at 
Lake Balkhas and in the central area of the Tianshan in 1900. Almasy’s ethnographic notations on 
the life of the Kyrgyz and Kazakh peoples, his hydrographic observations and panoramic views of 
the Khan Tengri massif were valuable assets of research. In 1906 he embarked upon yet another 
trip, in the company of Gyula Prinz (1882-1974). They continued the exploration in the Tianshan, 
then Prinz extended this range to the areas of the Tarim Basin, Kunlun and the Pamir. 
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Panoramic view of the Tianshan 

In 1900 Almasy travelled in the then unsurveyed northern range of the Tianshan. This panoramic 
view was prepared from his photographs of Tianshan scenery by A. Koszkol under supervision of 
Professor L. Loczy. 
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Portrait of Lajos Ligeti 
Lajos Ligeti (1902-1987) was an influential professor of Inner Asian studies at the Eotvos Lorand 
University, Budapest. He studied in his hometown and in Paris with the greatest Sinologists of his 
time, namely Paul Pelliot (1878-1945) and Henri Maspero (1882-1945). From 1928 he spent three 
years in Inner Mongolia and Northern-Manchuria where he collected linguistic material. 



  
Camels at the precincts of Beijing 

The photo is from Ligeti’s travelogue Yellow Gods, yellow people. One Year in the Lamasteries of 
Inner Mongolia published in 1939. 



The Széchenyi expedition (1877-1880) 
Hungary in the 19th century and the Széchenyi family 

Despite the oppressive rule of the Hapsburg emperors, early nineteenth-century Hungary saw 
the emergence of a reform movement that aimed to achieve civil progress as well as national 
independence. The revolutions that had swept across Europe reached Hungary in 1848, giving rise to 
a War of Independence. In less than two years, the rebellion was put down, and a period of 
retribution and suppression followed. In 1867 a compromise was reached, and with the rise of the 
Austrian-Hungarian Dual Monarchy, Hungary regained its independence. A large-scale economic, 
scientific and cultural development began. 
The Counts Széchenyi played an outstanding role in the reform movements. Thanks to this old 
and influential noble family national institutions were established, modern political thinking and 
technology reached Hungary, and the capital, Pest-Buda had been transformed into an important 
cultural and economic centre. Béla Széchenyi belonged to this highly admired family, therefore his 
expedition was in the centre of general interest and secured the support of the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences. 
The expedition led by Count Béla Széchenyi set the aim to make geographical and geological 
researches in China and Inner Asia. Owing to the excellent scientific grounding of its members 
and the modern surveying instruments, the expedition made important scientific observations and 
conducted large-scale data collection, thus contributed greatly to getting information on China and the 
development of geography. It was the first strictly scientific Hungarian expedition to China. 
As a result of their ten thousand kilometres-long journey, huge, previously unknown territories had 
been reliably and precisely mapped. It had taken more than 2 decades, and 20 specialists, to process 
the more than 700 kilograms of collected rock samples, and the palaeontology and botany collections. 
The expedition’s scientific results were published in 3 volumes, more than 2000 pages in a book, 
whose geologic part was, according to the German geographer Baron von Richthofen, “a masterpiece 
of geologic work”. 
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LHAS 351.734 (90) 

Count Béla Széchenyi and his wife, Countess Hanna Erd6édy 
Count Béla Széchenyi (1837-1908) read Law at German Universities (Berlin, Bonn). 
Widely travelled over Europe. After his father’s death he briefly became Member of the 
Parliament, then in 1862 made a tour in the United States and Canada and published a travelogue. 
He also visited North Africa, many times. 
In 1870 he married Countess Hanna Erddédy, who died after two years of a happy marriage, 
leaving two small daughters orphaned. Count Széchenyi could never get over this tragic loss, 
and one reason for his great Asian travel had been to seek relief from his grief. 
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A Széchenyi-expedicio ttvonal térképe 
The expedition set off from Trieste in December 1877, after a long sea journey arrived in India, 
and then travelled by ship to Java, with brief stops in Singapore, Hong Kong and Canton. They 
reached Shanghai in April 1878. They spent the summer in Japan, and then started the new phase 
of the expedition. Their aim was to cross Asia from east to west, visiting among others Mongolia, 
Xinjiang and Tibet. Count Széchenyi went to Beijing to arrange permissions. Because of political 
uncertainties, the party got permission from Chinese authorities to go as far as Dunhuang, as the 
westernmost stop of their travel. 



LHAS MRB Ms 10206 

Portrait of Count Béla Széchenyi 
In 1874 he started excavations in the bed of the fast receding Ferto Lake (Hungary). 
The neolithic findings were jointly described with the Austrian geologist-paleontologist Eduard 
Suess in a book Neolithic findings in the bed of the Fert6 Lake, with indications towards its past, 
that appeared in Hungarian and German (1876) and French (1878). 
Under the effect of Eduard Suess and of another Austrian geologist, the globe trotter member of 
the Novara expedition, Ferdinand von Hochstetter, he decided to embark on a voyage of discovery, 
and followed their advice as to its route.   
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Portrait of Lajos Loczy 
Lajos Loczy (1849-1920) was professor of geology and geography and head of the Hungarian 
Geological Survey. He led the fieldwork of the Széchenyi expedition, and the most important 
results concerning the geomorphology and palaeontology of Central Asia and Western China are 
linked to him. The expedition was described in the three volumes Die wissenschaftlichen 
Ergebnisse der Reise des Grafen Bela Szechenyi in Ostasien 1877-1880, edited by him. 
This book brought international recognition to Loczy. He was also the editor of the 
Hungarian version of Stein’s Sand-buried ruins of Khotan. Loczy and Stein were lifelong friends. 
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LHAS 707.108 

Members of the Széchenyi expedition 
Triple portrait from Gustav Kreitner’s work Im fernen Osten. Reisen des Grafen Béla Széchenyi 
in Indien, Japan, China, Tibet und Birma in den Jahren 1877-1880. The author, Austrian military 
officer, geographer and diplomat, is on the left. Kreitner was a lieutenant in the Monarchy’s 
Military Geographic Institute, in charge of surveying. The expedition had achieved excellent results 
from the viewpoint of cartography, and the maker of the maps was highly praised in scientific 
circles. In 1886 the German Academy of Sciences Leopoldina elected him to its member. 
The Monarch conferred on him the cross of the Order of the Iron Crown 3rd grade, that also brought 
him nobility. From 1884 he represented the monarchy first as consul, then from 1892 as consul 
general in Yokohama, where he died in 1893. 
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Geographical and geological atlas of the expedition 
A most significant result of the expedition was a map on the scale of 1:5,000,000 constructed 
by Gustav Kreitner, with geological annotations prepared by Lajos Loczy. The map provides 
a precise cartographic representation of an area of some 750,000 km2. 
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Portrait of Gabor Balint of Szentkatolna 

The fourth member of the Széchenyi-expedition was a linguist, Gabor Balint of Szentkatolna 
(1844-1913). He separated from his companions in Bombay and travelled to South India 
to study the Tamil language. His sickness forced him to return from Shanghai to his country. 
The work summarizing the scientific results of the expedition includes his findings concerning 
the Tamil language. 



  

  
Hungarian Geographical Museum, Cholnoky-bequest, 12/2013 

Meeting of the great explorers of Asia in Budapest, 1903 
The Swedish explorer of the Silk Road, Sven Hedin, in the company of the outstanding Hungarian 
explorers of his time. 
Left to right standing: Gyorgy Almasy, Mor Déchy the explorer of the Caucasus, Jend Cholnoky, 
sitting: Sven Hedin, Armin Vambéry, the world-famous traveller of Central-Asia and expert of its 
languages, and Lajos Loczy 
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Gobi Desert 

Illustration from Léczy’s book, A khinai birodalom természeti viszonyainak és orszagainak leira¬ 
sa. Grof Széchenyi Béla keletazsiai utazasa alatt (1877-1880) szerzett tapasztalatai és a meglevo 
irodalom folhasznalasaval (A description of the natural features and countries of the Chinese 
Empire, based on the experience collected during the East Asian travels of Count 
Béla Széchenyi and on _ extant literature) published in 1886. At Loczy’s_ time, 
some geologists held the view regarding the origin of the Gobi Desert that 
there had been a sea in its place. It was Lajos Loczy who gave the final proof to the contrary, 
namely that the so-called Han-hai layers are continental formations. 
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LHAS Vasarmapi Ujsdg 1897.44.7 (100-101) 

The expedition in the Hungarian press 
The Hungarian press followed with attention the journey of the expedition and frequently 
reported their achievements. The most popular scientific journal for general public, the Vasarnapi 
Ujsag (Sunday Weekly), published an article in its April 1897 number announcing the publication 
of the 1st, geological volume of the expedition’s scientific results. The pictures illustrate the water’s 
effect on shaping the Earth’s surface. 
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Hung. Nat. Hist. Museum Loczy 222 (1-3) 

Snapshots from Léczy’s expedition photos 
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Koko Nor or Qinghai Hu in Loczy’s travelogue 
From Dunhuang the expedition returned to Lanzhou and made a detour towards Koko Nor in the 
hope that, crossing Sichuan, they might find a last chance at Batang to manoeuvre themselves to 
Tibet. As this attempt had also failed, they went to Myanmar through Yunnan Province, then from 
Bhamo they sailed down the Irrawaddy River. Thus, their continuous, 14 months-long exploratory 
voyage came to an end, and they set off for home. 
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Route and distance from Lanzhou to Dunhuang 
In Die wissenschaftlichen Ergebnisse der Reise des Grafen Bela Szechenyi in Ostasien 1877-1880 
precisely documented their more than ten thousand kilometres-long route. The pages shown, taken 
from the Hungarian edition of the book is just an example, showing the route between Suzhou 
and Qianfodong in day-to-day breakdown. Distances are given both in km and li, and the times 
required to make them are also indicated. 
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512 Geologische Beobachtungen und Ergebnisse. 

Unter dem Meridiane von An-si-fan und Tung-hoan-shien erreicht die Breite der 
Kieswiiste 100, respective 150 Kmtr. (Fig. 47). Es ist auch dieser Theil der Wiiste becken¬ 
formig und es zieht durch ihr nérdliches Drittel, welches dem von der Strasse nach Hami 
durchschnittenen Pej-shan-Felsengebirge benachbart ist, das breite, sumpfige und von Sand¬ 
binken unterbrochene Bett des Su-la-ho oder Bulungir-gol-Flusses hin. Die Ufer desselben 
werden von Léssterrassen gebildet, auf welchen chinesische Ansiedler erfolgreich den 

  
Fig. 48. Flugsandhiigel in der Nahe von Tung-hoan-shien. 

Ackerbau betreiben, indem sie das Wasser des Su-la-ho in zahlreichen Candlen zur Be¬ 
widsserung verwenden, Dies Wasser ist ebenso, wie das jener Bache, welche die stidliche 
Kieswiiste durchlaufen, mitunter bis zur Ungeniessbarkeit salzig, trotzdem, dass diese Bache 
dem Nan-shan entspringen, 

Flugsand in grésseren Flecken findet man blos in der Gegend von Yii-mén-shien, 
An-si-fan und Tung-hoan-shien, doch sind unter allen Bildungen der Wiiste die Steinfelder 
am ausgedehntesten (Fig. 48). Bei Yii-mén-shien und Tung-hoan-shien sind an _ einigen 

S Ta-pan-shan Tsien-fu-tung N 
Felsentempel 

  
Fig 49. Profil durch den Ta-pan-shan und Situation der daselbst befindlichen Flugsandhiigel. 

1. Krystallinische Schiefer; 2. Granit; 3. Diabas; 4. Horizontal geschichtete Kiesconglomerate (pliocen?); 
5. Flugsand; 6. Kiessteppe. 

Stellen in den tieferen Wasserrissen horizontal gelagerte Conglomerate aufgeschlossen und 
nachdem dieselben bei Tung-hoan aus dem lockeren, eckigen Materiale der Kiesflichen 
hervorragten, war ich geneigt, sie als dltere Ablagerungen, und zwar als die Sedimente 
einstiger grosser pliocener, abflussloser innerasiatischer Landseen ‘zu betrachten. 

In der Nahe von Tung-hoan-shien sind die Tsien-fu-tung (Tschien-fu-se) genannten 
buddhistischen Felsentempel in horizontal geschichtete, aus abgerollten Kiesen bestehenden 
Conglomeraten ausgehohlt (Fig. 49). Dieses Conglomerat hebt sich von der losen Kies¬ 
flaché in einer hinreichend hohen Terrassenstufe ab. Das nur unvollkommen_ verkittete 
Conglomerat halt sich leicht in senkrechten Wanden und ebenso stehen die Wélbungen 
der zahlreich ausgegrabenen Héhlungen ganz fest Die Felsenhéhlen dehnen sich in dieser 

LHAS 715.496 (512) 

Sand hills near Dunhuang with geological description 
In addition to accurately describing the drift sand around Dunhuang, Loczy also determined 
the petrographic composition of Qianfodong: “A horizontally layered river-gravel conglomerate, 
emerging as a high terrace above the slopes of loose pebbles” — in Die wissenschaftlichen 
Ergebnisse der Reise des Grafen Bela Szechenyi in Ostasien 1877-1880. 
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LHAS MRB RAL 367/1880 

Count Széchenyi’s letter to the Hungarian Academy 
Shazhou, Gansu, 12th of April, 1879. In the letter-excerpt Count Széchenyi talks about 
his connections with the Chinese authorities, and the possibilities of scientific research. 

“Tt should not be left unmentioned that up to now we have not met with even a slightest 
inconvenience because of our scientific equipment. We could freely use them everywhere and 
any time, indeed when we were setting up our greater Universal Instrument, it were usually the 
Chinese who lent us a helping hand, often before the very eyes of the mandarins who were around. 
I could never understand those famous travellers who explored some parts of China before us 
and kept complaining about the difficulties and dangers of using scientific instruments, drawing 
sketches or taking notes which — according to them — must have been done with utmost care and 
secrecy not to raise suspicion. In our opinion those dangers existed only in their imagination. All my 
life it has been my firm belief that a sincere, open-hearted conduct helps more in my progress than an 
unmanly secretive hush-hush. When in Beijing a person from Zongli Yamen (External Affairs) 
asked me if I was planning to prepare maps, I answered right away with no hesitation: “yes”, but 
added that these maps would be the most useful for China herself, as I am as deeply concerned, 
from the bottom of my heart, about China’s welfare as I mean well for any other nations. 
I promised the Chinese government to submit a brief but truthful report of everything I have seen 
and experienced, and in a few days my given word will have been fulfilled. The people in Beijing 
know it very well that my journey only serves historical and scientific purposes, that I am not a 
missionary and, above all, that I am Hungarian, son of a friendly nation which has never ever 
caused China any trouble or inconvenience.” 



  
LHAS Vasarnapi Ujsag 1898.45.5 (75) 

Map of Lhasa 
The last volume of A Grof Széchenyi Béla keletazsiai utjanak tudomanyos eredménye (1877-1880) in 
1897. In its book-review the Vasarnapi Ujsag (Sunday Weekly) reproduced from the book a drawing 
prepared in Tibet in 1880, showing Lhasa. They referred 
with this to the single failure of the expedition, viz. that they could not reach the capital of Tibet. 



In Dunhuang 
On May 2™, 1879, the members of the expedition made an excursion out of Dunhuang to 
Qianfodong. What they saw there had such an enormous effect on all three of them that the Caves of 
the Thousand Buddhas were given a prominent role not only in their diary entries and travel 
accounts, but in the volume of the expedition’s scientific report as well. While admiring the wonderful 
pieces of art, they also realized the uncertainty of their survival. 
In their reports, they recognised the high artistic level of these works, distinguished the unique 
stylistic features of the local Buddhist representations, and called attention to the many dangers 
menacing these monuments due to their insufficient custody, dilettantish restoration and repainting, 
religious intolerance, attacks of predatory bands and the fact that the believers also use 
the caves as living quarters. 
As they were well-trained natural scientists, they also described the geographic, geologic 
characteristics of the place. As a late after-effect, LOczy’s glowing description had aroused Stein’s 
deep interest and supplied the main cause for the extension of his 2nd Central-Asian expedition so far 
eastwards into China. 
Very likely, it was due to Qianfodong that Kreitner finished his report on the city with the following 
words: “Dunhuang was the western end-point of our terrestrial voyage, and on the whole, it is 
a precious ornament of China, and one of Nature’s most superb creations.” 
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Map of Gansu with Dunhuang 

The expedition also deserves credit for the accurate cartographic determination of Dunhuang. 
At that time a great part of Chinese Turkestan’s territory appeared as blank spots on the maps. 
Using the modern instruments of the Széchenyi expedition Kreitner constructed his maps based on 
astronomical localization. 
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Travel diary of Léczy on the way to Dunhuang 

Approaching the town, on April 30, 1879 Loczy wrote: “We are marching on the beds of dried out 
swamps, then pass a small salt-water lake which seems to fill out the gap between two detrital 
cones. In front of us, the top of a 20m high detrital cone is covered by green shrubbery of 
willows and poplars. Reaching there, we came to the border of the Shazhou agricultural plantation. 
The next 40 miles led us along and through wheat fields surrounded by trees, all the way to 
Dunhuang xian. Words cannot express the pleasant surprise this fresh greenery had given us, after 
5 months of travel through ruins and barren wastelands. I have never seen trees planted in such an 
enormous number, and so well-kept, as in this place in the middle of the desert. The fields are well 
cultivated and irrigated. The crop is already 9-10 cm high. The terrain, which emerges some 10-15 
feet above the gravel, is made up of aeolian mud loess. It is criss-crossed in all directions by canals 
distributing the water of the Tang He. The main canal runs just in front of the city. The houses (mud 
buildings) and miaos are well-maintained, the population is large and well-to-do. The city has not 
been ransacked by the Muslim insurgents. Outside the city there are woody plantations, willow, 
poplar, elm, apricot, apple and unknown kinds of trees, more and more dense and arborescent. 
To add to their splendour, everything is green and in blossoms. Well, after all, we are at barely 
4000 feet altitude, 400 latitude.” 
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Hung. Mining and Geological Service 104-18-B/115 

Travel diary of Loczy with the first drawings on the caves 
“Some 24 kilometres SSW from the city emerges a high, denuded granite mountain, with 
horizontal gravel-conglomerate beds at its northern foot which are overlain by piles of the drift 
sand and are cut into two by an intruding deep trench. In the trench’s vertical western wall, along 
some 2 km length, there are three stories of closely spaced cavities, and two colossal Buddha 
statues between them carved in the rock. One is 20, the other at least 35-40 meters high. 
The narrow entrances of the caves lead to spacious chambers with well-defined corners, 
resembling the caves on the Elephanta and Salsette islands in Bombay. The caves’ walls are 
covered with frescos, mostly illustrating episodes from the life of the Buddha. The female figures 
were made in excellent taste, the heads are surrounded by white aureoles, as those of the Christian 
saints. In the larger caves one finds clay statues, with altars in front of them containing fresh 
water and burners of scented incense. Near the statues, a big brass plate and a drum serve for 
amplifying the supplications of the praying pilgrims. In front of the caves there are several Chinese 
temples. Wealthy Chinese people keep restoring them, as well as the clay sculptures, some even let 
new paintings made over the old ones, which better suit their taste. 
During our visit only two Buddhist monks guarded the caves and performed the prescribed 
rites. I also saw two sleeping Buddhas in a cave, whose slumbering was watched over by a curious 
rejoicing and jubilant group. 
The drift-sand, proceeding from the west, has already buried a great part of the caves. In the past 
the caves were even deeper buried, as witnessed by the traces of the ancient sand levels on the wall. 
There are at least 1,000 caves and the sculptures inside them should number more than 10,000. 
According to all indications, the caves of Qianfodong and their idols were designed by the priests 
or missionaries of Indian Buddhism, because the older figures do not resemble at all those of the 
Chinese Buddhist cult, found in the Central regions.” 
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The oasis of Dunhuang 
From Kreitner’s travelogue 
Dunhuang xian, well-hidden under leafy boughs, lies in the center of a luscious garden. 
The spires of pagodas and temples only emerge above the trees near the walls of the city. 
They gave us a ceremonious reception. The entire garrison stood to attention, and their 
colorful line-up inside the city walls led all the way to our lodging. For the people who have never 
seen Europeans yet, our arrival was a big thrill. Everyone who could move his limbs strove to find 
a good spot on the street or a rooftop to better gape at the foreigners. The first row of the curious 
mainly consisted of gray-bearded, respectable-looking oldsters, who tried, to their best knowledge, 
to explain this strange occurrence to their grandchildren. 
The city Shazhou wei, still depicted and properly named on old maps, is not extant any more. The 
times, when 600 years ago Marco Polo described with grandeur the fabulous wealth of “Satchiou” 
have gone forever and would never come back. 



    

LHAS 707.108 (689) 

Qianfodong - Mogao Caves 
Kreitner’s description: 

“The caves were dug out from the rock irregularly arranged and in various shapes all the way up 
to the top of the precipice. Their horizontal base is always quadrangular, and their arched ceiling 
usually ends in a quadrilateral pyramid. In the background and on the side-walls the 
traveller’s attention is caught by admirably carved wooden sculptures of supreme deities. One 
group represents the sleeping Buddha, surrounded by images of Chinese people who joyfully and 
expectantly wait for the awakening of the Godhead. The desperate expression on their face makes 
one involuntarily smile. The figures are made of clay marl mixed with 
rice-straw for durability. 
The heads of two large statues of the Buddha stand out high above the precipice, as if they head 
forced their way through the ceiling. No doubt, they are the most spectacular monuments in the gi¬ 
ant temple. Sculpted in remarkable proportionality, they are some 50 meters high, their feet alone 
being 8 meters long. 
One of the deities, alas, had been brutally maltreated by a Dungan gang of robbers. 
The Mohammedans built a bonfire whose flames consumed up the original wood cover of the 
temple, and made irreparable damage in the statue itself. 
The temperature in the caves is very pleasant and constant all year, inducing the pilgrims to take 
up their abode in the caves. 
During our visit there were only two lamas in the temple, who have been taking care of the holy 
place for fifteen years. Both of them consider the temple their own judicature and do not 
acknowledge any ecclesiarch above them. Humble, unassuming people, who would starve 
without the generosity of a few mandarins. The mandarins also take care of the costs for the temple’s 
maintenance. The monks’ dwelling place is on the right-bank of the small river, where the narrow 
valley is planted with vegetables and flowers.” 
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LHAS 707.108 (701) 

Sand hills near Dunhuang 



Stein’s Hungarian background 
The nineteenth century was a period full of vicissitudes as well as spectacular accomplishments in 
Hungarian history. The time and the place gave a special heritage to Aurel Stein, whose bourgeois 
family of merchants, industrialists and intellectuals took part in the struggles for freedom, as well as 
the economic and cultural development of the country. 
Stein was the third and last child of an upper middle-class Jewish family. Instead of his elderly father, 
Aurel’s education was determined by his uncle, Ignac Hirschler (1823-1891), the famous physician 
and academician, whose scholarly network gave his young nephew contact with the most eminent 
representatives of Hungarian intellectual life. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 29 (41) 

Cabinet portrait of Aurel Stein by Johnston and Hoffmann, Calcutta or Simla, 
circa 1890 
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Map of Eurasia with the places of Stein’s life and activities / by Imre Farag6 
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Birthplace 
The Tukory Palace, in the vicinity of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, where Aurel Stein spent 
his early years. The buildings of this district were built during the 19th century. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 29 (4) 

Nathan Stein 

Aurel Stein’s father, who died in 1889. When his third child Aurel — after a gap of 21 and 19 
years — was born, his business interests had already collapsed. He adored his youngest son, 
but in the family assumed a role akin to that of grandfather, and it was not for him to decide 
on the education of Aurel. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 29 (2) 

Anna Stein 

Anna Hirschler Stein (circa 1817-1887) was a loving mother, her pretty manners were inherited by Aurel. 



Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 29 (7) 

Ernst and Harriet Stein 

Aurel’s brother and his wife. Ernst (1843-1902) was a manager of a coal mine in Galicia. He not 
only financially supported his parents and brother but took a didactic role in Aurel’s upbringing.   



  

  
LHAS Photo D3310 

Portrait of Dr Ignaz Hirschler 
Ignaz Hirschler (1823-1891), Stein’s maternal uncle, was a renowned physician, the 
founder of ophthalmology in Hungary, and a member of the Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences who enjoyed a high reputation with his scientific and social activities alike. 
He was elected a member of the Upper House as a result of his social activity and in recognition of 
his efforts for the emancipation of the Jews. 
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Photo by Janos Boromisza, LHAS 

Entrance to the house of Stein’s parents 

In 1882 the Stein parents moved to 16 Academy Street and lived there until their death. Studying 
abroad, Aurel was only visitor in this house, but while spending his compulsory military training 
at the Ludovika Academy, he stayed here. 
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Neuschlosz-villa at Rozsadomb (Rose Hill), Buda 

The members of the Neuschlosz family, relatives of Stein’s mother, were well to do building 
contractors. Their villa was built by Ignac Alpar, the famous architect of the age. Stein often called 
on his aunt during his visits to his hometown. 



Studies in Hungary and abroad 
The liberal nobility that governed Hungary in the 19th century laid great emphasis on the development 
of the education system. State-funded grants and scholarships served to raise the level of higher 
education by sending the future university professors abroad to train. This is how Marc Aurel Stein 
was able to study at the most prestigious European universities of his age and could pursue post¬ 
doctorate studies in England. 
Aurel Stein first attended schools in his home city before continuing his studies in Dresden, whence 
he returned for his final examinations in the prestigious Lutheran Gymnasium in Budapest. He then 
went on to study under leading scholars on India and Iran in Vienna and Leipzig, and prepared his 
doctorate dissertation at the Tubingen University. At the age of twenty-one, he acquired his doctorate 
degree under the guidance of Professor Rudolf von Roth (1821-1895), a great authority on Vedic 
language and literature. Between 1884 and 1886, with the grant of the Hungarian Government for 
postdoctoral studies, he conducted research in London, Oxford and Cambridge by studying the 
collections of Oriental books and coins of the Ashmolean Museum, the Bodleian Library, and the 
British Museum etc., and studied modern Indian languages at the Oriental College in Woking, run by 
another native of Budapest, Wilhelm Gottlieb Leitner (1840-1899). In 1885-1886 he interrupted his 
scholarship and spent a year on the reserve officer course of the Ludovika Military Academy in 
Budapest. The knowledge of cartography and surveying he acquired there greatly contributed to his 
achievements in mapping Central Asia, which also secured him fame in the history of geography. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 33/3 (4) 

Kreuzschule, Dresden 
In 1873, aged 10, Aurel was sent to study at the renowned Lutheran Kreuzschule 
(Holy Cross Secondary School) in Dresden of Germany, where acquired a good command of 
the German language, which at that time was not only the lingua franca of Central Europe 
but also the language of scholarly communication. 
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Cat.Stein LHAS 14/19 

Stein’s Diarium, Kreuzschule, 1876 

His language skills were developed at the Kreuzschule, where apart from classical languages 
such as Latin and Greek, the most important modern languages of the time, French and English 
were also taught. 



  
Lutheran Secondary School, Budapest 

The building of the Lutheran Secondary School, Budapest / 
by Géza Mirkovszky, 1896 

After four years spent at the Kreuzschule, his uncle, Ignac Hirschler — recognizing the signs of 
loneliness of the child — arranged for Aurel to return to Budapest in 1877 and attend the 
Lutheran Secondary School. In 1879, before he was yet 17, he _ matriculated. 
It was one of the most prestigious schools of Budapest, and later many of the 
Hungarian Nobel Prize winners were its students. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 34/1 (2) 

Tubingen mit Oesterberg, 1893 
In 1879, Stein began his undergraduate studies in Sanskrit and philology in Vienna. 
After two terms, he moved to Leipzig in order to attend the lectures of Professor Buhler, 
an authority in Indian palaeography. But he was able to study under him only one term, because 
Buhler left for India. Stein moved again, this time to Tubingen, where he studied under Rudolph 
von Roth (1821-1895), professor of Indo-European languages and religions between 1881 and 1883. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS 17/2 

Manuscript of Stein’s doctoral dissertation 
Untersuchungen tber die Zendische Nominalflexion (Noun-inflection in the Avesta) 
defended at the University of Tubingen, and Stein acquired his doctorate degree in 1883. 



    
  | Metropolitan Ervin Szabo Library, Budapest, /Budapest Collection/ PAZ 000161 

The building of the Ludovika Academy / photography by Gyorgy Klosz, circa 
1880 

The military academy of the Royal Hungarian Army was opened in 1872 and trained officers for 
the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy’s common Army. Later became the centre of the independent 
country’s military education. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS 14/30 

Ludovika Academy notebook, 1886 
During the period of his compulsory military training Stein learned surveying and 
mapmaking, skills to which he was attracted due to his early childhood interest in topography. 
To commemorate his studies in this field, the ‘Stein prize’ of the Ludovika Academy was 
established. Every year a cadet with the best results in cartography was awarded it. 
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LHAS Photo D2662 

The Library of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences 

Founded in 1826 by Count Jozsef Teleki, the library of the Academy was — as Stein later wrote — 
the place, where, apart from his family home, he spent his happiest hours when he stayed in Budapest. 



  
Stein in the Library of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences 

During his short visits in his hometown, Stein always spent some time in the ‘inner sanctuary’ of 
the library. He was not only a generous benefactor to the library, but also helped the development 
of its international relations. 
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White Huns and kindred tribes 

Stein’s inaugural lecture held at the Hungarian Academy of Sciences in 1897. 



Hungarian National Museum, Coins Collection 54A/930-1 

Stein Medal by Fiilop O. Beck 
In 1930, when Stein’s admirers had commissioned a medal by Hungary’s most famous medallist, 
Fulop O. Beck, the Presidency of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences commissioned a silver version 
and sent it to Stein, acknowledging his kind disposition towards the Academy and his donations. 

  



India 

Stein arrived at India in December 1887, and the country, in fact, remained his home for the rest of 
his life. Soon he was offered in Lahore the joint post of Principal of the Oriental College and Registrar 
of Punjab University. From the very beginning he felt comfortable in the British environment, partly 
due to three scholars he met upon his arrival to the capital of the Punjab and who proved to be lifelong 
friends: the historian and classical scholar P.S. Allen (1869-1933), the Arabist Sir Thomas Walker 
Arnold (1864-1930) and Frederick Henry Andrews (1866-1957), who at that time was Principal of 
the Mayo School of Art and later became Stein’s assistant dedicating long periods of his life for the 
cataloguing of his archaeological finds. 
In the first decade of his career in India Stein worked as a philologist. He collected Sanskrit 
manuscripts, edited and translated the 12th century Kashmiri chronicle, the Rajatarangini. 
For the elucidation of the chronicle’s topographical details, his first vacations were devoted to 
antiquarian research in Kashmir. Later in the company of Andrews, he continued these short 
archaeological expeditions to the neighbouring Kashmir, where he learnt the rudiments of 
photography from Andrews. This work prepared him for the long archaeological expeditions in 
Chinese Central Asia. 

In 1899 he was appointed Principal to the Calcutta Madrasah, but held this post only for one year: 
his plans for the exploration in Chinese Turkestan were now matured and he also got the necessary 
official support. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 29 (43) 

Portrait of Dr Theodore Duka 

Stein’s compatriot, Theodore Duka (1825-1908) Surgeon-Colonel of the Indian Medical Service 
had a significant role in the life of the young scholar. He introduced Stein to two important men of 
the India Council: Sir Henry Rawlinson and Sir Henry Yule whose support was crucial for him in 
obtaining a job in India. 
In India Duka had collected documents related to the activities of Alexander Csoma de K6ros 
and became his first biographer. It was by his strenuous effort that Csoma’s legacy came into the 
possession of the Hungarian Academy. Stein supported Duka whole-heartedly in these aspirations 
and upon the latter’s death, he carried on his work. 



Stein at Lahore 

Informal snapshot of Aurel Stein drinking tea.   



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 29 (42) 

Group portrait of Aurel Stein in Lahore, circa 1900 
With Percy and Helen Mary Allen, an unidentified European couple with baby and Indian nurse. 
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Cat.Stein LHAS 47/76 

Impression on cotton 
Stein was a first-rate scholar of epigraphy. Not only he himself collected and photographed 
inscriptions, but many of his English friends working in different places in the administration 
of India sent him inscriptions found on rocks, columns etc. 



  
Cat.Stein LHAS 31/3 

Cave temples of Ellora 
In 1921 Stein visited the famous Ellora Cave Temples (Maharasthra, India) where, besides 
Buddhist monuments, there are wonderfully carved Hindu and Jain shrines. 



       
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 3/3 (47) 

Mohand Marg 
Stein’s tranquil home, a camp at an altitude of 11,000 feet up in the mountains north of Srinagar, 
Kashmir, where he stayed from spring to autumn. It provided him with perfect conditions for the 
writing of his books, and the processing of the findings of his expeditions. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 3/3 (26) 

Mohand Marg 
Stein’s desk at Mohand Marg, laid out with flowers; with his dog, Dash in the foreground. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS 19 

Rajatarangini, a page from the proof of the Sanskrit text 
Stein’s first important publication (1892) was the critical edition of the 12th-century 
Rajatarangini, a chronicle by the Kashmiri poet Kalhana. It was followed by an English translation 
(Chronicle of the Kings of Kashmir) in 1900. This page is from the critical edition, a printed text 
with Stein’s handwritten notes and corrections. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 1/1 (3) 

Excavated column in Kantipura 

Stein took up photography in the 1890s, and this is one of his earliest photos. 
For the remainder of his career photography formed an important documentary tool 
in his archaeological and geographical work. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 1/3 (3) 

Inscribed stone from the Lahore Museum 

Found in situ at part of wall in left hand entrance of the old fort on Mount Banj (Spur of Mahaban). 
This photo belongs to the set of photographs from the 1890s showing inscriptions in different 
Indian and Runic scripts held at/kept by the Lahore Museum. 



Bels6-Azsiai expedici6k 1900-1916 
The First Central Asian expedition 1900-1901 

In the last years of the 19th century, an increasing number of manuscripts — both in known and 
unknown scripts and languages — as well as other findings, came up from the region known at that 
time as Eastern or Chinese Turkestan. They stirred up a keen interest among European scholars, but 
their provenance was entirely unknown, because the local treasure-seekers who offered them for sale 
concealed their origin. This is why Aurel Stein decided to carry out systematic archaeological 
excavations in this territory. In 1900-1901, he conducted research around Khotan. This 
first fieldwork is already characterized by the comprehensiveness of all his expeditions: 
along with archaeological research, he also paid attention to the geography, anthropology, 
ethnography and linguistics of the region. 
Starting from his Kashmir base in May 1900, the route led across Gilgit to the Hindukush chiefship 
of Hunza. By the end of June, after crossing the Kilik Pass, Stein arrived into Chinese territory at 
the head of the Taghdumbash Pamir. Descending eastwards to Tashkurghan, it became possible 
to clear up the ancient topography of Sarikol by identifying the localities which the great Chinese 
pilgrim, Xuanzang mentioned when passing there in 649 A. D. Xuanzang was later called by Stein as his 
‘patron saint’, because on his expeditionsin Chinese Central Asia, he was following the footsteps ofthis 7th 
century Buddhist monk, who went through Central Asia to India, from where he returned to China 
charged with Buddhist sutras. 
In Ilchi, the then chief town of the Khotan district, Stein obtained definite evidence of the practice of 
forgery of old books and possibly of other antiques. Then he made forays into the desert followed by 
surveying and mapping in the Kunlun range. The ancient sites visited include Yotkan, Dandan-Uiliq, 
Niya, Rawak and Endere. In May 1901 his journey on horseback and foot, covering 3,000 miles, came 
to its end at Osh, Fergana, and he returned to Europe across Russia. 
A popular account of the first expedition entitled Sand-buried Ruins of Khotan (1903), and the 
detailed archaeological report Ancient Khotan (2 vols, 1907), were published. 



  
      

  

  

  
  

  

  
  

    
  

      
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 6/63-66 

Stein’s photographic album 
This is one of his photo albums with his original captions. The album is taken during the first 
expedition, showing sculptures found at the Rawak site. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 45/1 (5) 

Photo negative notebook 
With the thoroughness that characterised all of Stein’s activities, he documented thousands 
of photographs taken during his expeditions in these small negative notebooks. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 7/2 (163) 

Group of objects arranged with Stein’s negative notebook to indicate scale 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 5/1 (1) 

Valley to the north of the Burzil Pass 
On way from Gurez, the old capital of the little Dard kingdom, this pass had to be crossed to reach Astor. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 5/1 (10) 

Ancient stupa near Thol, Nagir 
Small Buddhist stupa or relic tower built in solid masonry. 



  
“My Hunza coolies”, Misgar, 26 June, 1900 



          
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 5/1 (27) 

View to south from Kilik Pass, Taghdumbash Pamir, 29 June, 1900 
The flat plain, which forms the top of the Kilik is on the height of circa 15,800 feet. 
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Cat.Stein LHAS Photo 5/1 (34) 

Tashkurgan, Chinese fort within the ruined town 
This modern fort, situated within the ruins of the ancient town Tashkurgan (‘Stone Tower’), 
was occupied by the Chinese in 1892. It was photographed by Stein on 9 July, 1900. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 

Yambulak Glacier, Mustagh Ata 
The Yambulak Glacier descends in a western direction from the col connecting the two main 
peaks of Mustagh Ata, the ‘Father of Icy Mountains’. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 5/1 (59) 

Kashgar, Market place 
Kashgar, the most westerly oasis town of Chinese Central Asia, was a thriving trade centre. 
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Sir George Macartney (1867-1945) 

Son of Sir Samuel Halliday Macartney and a noble Chinese lady, he arrived Kashgar in 1890, 
and became Special Agent to the Resident in Kashmir for Chinese Affairs, and then served as the 
British Consul General between 1910 and 1918. The personal influence he enjoyed 
among all Chinese officials of the ‘New Dominion’ secured all needful assistance 
for Stein’s explorations in the territory. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 42/1 (195) 

Chini Bagh, Kashgar 
Kashgar was the starting point for all Stein’s expeditions into the present-day Xinjiang Province. 
The Chini Bagh was the official residence of George Macartney, who represented British interests in 
Kashgar for 28 years. During his expeditions to Chinese Turkestan, Stein always spent some time 
in his hospitable home. 



  

Liu Jintang’s shrine, Kashgar 

Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 7/2 (116 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 7/1 (115) 

Liu Darin, Amban of Yarkand 

From Kashgar to Khotan Stein’s route lay via Yarkand, the chief trading centre and largest city 
in Chinese Turkestan. On the 22nd of September Stein was invited for dinner and after 
it he photographed his host with his little daughter and son by his knees and some other people. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 5/1 (66) 

Karghalik, Muslim shrine 
Yetimlukum Mazar with cemetery near Karghalik. Stein found a delightful camping-ground 
for himself and his people in its vicinity. 



  
¥ : : “ 

Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 3/6 (26) 

Portrait of Pan Zhen with attendants 

Amban of Khotan, later Daotai at Ak-su. (d. 1926) 
‘Throughout my explorations in the Tarim Basin and beyond, that very learned and highly 
respected Mandarin was to prove an ever-helpful patron’ — wrote Stein with admiration. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS 39/1-4 

Visiting card of Pan Zhen 



  

  
  

Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 8/2 (59) 

Yotkan, the ancient capital of Khotan, was the first site explored during this expedition. 
Small relievos in metal and stone, interesting terracotta figurines, engraved seals showing 
the influence of classical art were acquired on the spot. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 5/2 (11) 

Turdi, treasure seeker, with relatives at Khotan 

Turdi, a villager from the Yurungkash district, knew the western Taklamakan well. 
The old, experienced treasure hunter guided Stein to the site of Dandan-Uiliq. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 7/2 (14) 

Camels starting for Dandan-Uiliq 
The visit to Dandan-Uiliq — “Ivory Towers” — northeast of Khotan was decided by Stein after 
a party of men had brought in fresco fragments from the site. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 5/2 (39) 

Dandan-Uilig, stucco sculptured figure and fresco 
In Dandan-Uiliq Stein spent two weeks excavating in small Buddhist shrines and modest 
monastic dwellings. He collected fragments of frescoes, paintings on wood, stucco 
figures showing a distinctly Indian influence, and pothi manuscripts in Brahmi script. 
The place was abandoned in the 8th century A. D. as proven by Chinese dated documents. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 5/2 (20) 

Sculptures and frescoes of temple cella D. III, Dandan Uiliq 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 3/6 (2) 

Portrait of Stein in expedition gear and felt boots during 
ist Central Asian Expedition 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 5/2 (47) 

  

Niya, ruined house N. i., Niya site, seen from the northwest after excavation 
The deserted and buried oasis town of Niya, was visited and excavated several times by Stein. 
The intense cold of the desert winter is indicated by the patches of snow still visible on the dunes. 
Photographed on 29 January, 1901. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 13/1 (27) 

Kharosthi documents on double-wedge tablets from Niya 
The wooden tablets with Kharosthi inscriptions were, in effect, letters secured with strings 
and sealed with mud seals. The message was written on the flattened inner sides of the pieces, 
the name and title of the addressee was written on the outside surface. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 5/3 (35) 

Niya River Site, oblong wooden documents showing two seals and strings 
On the photograph, one seal is in classical Chinese seal script, the other is an intaglio 
of a Western classical head, third to fourth centuries C. E. 



  

      
Ex libris of Aurel Stein 

Stein’s vignette of the Pallas Athene figure carrying aegis and thunderbolt seen in the mud-seel 
impression found at Niya was to be used on the title page of Stein’s expedition accounts. 
The ex libris was designed by his assistant and friend, Fred Andrews. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 5/2 (53) 

Niya River Site, pieces of ancient chair, agricultural fragments etc. in wood 
The chair is seen on the photograph in pieces, as it was found. Stein noticed the influence 
of Gandharan art in their decorative motifs. Now it is considered rather a Buddhist 
altar frame than a carved chair. 



  
Endere, room with fireplace in ancient dwelling 

Endere, about 100 miles farther east from Niya, was the easternmost point reached during 
this expedition. In the site Stein found the ruins of a circular fort. On clearing a square temple 
cella within it, Buddhist manuscripts in Sanskrit and Tibetan were recovered. A Tibetan graffito 
on the temple wall established the fact, that the fort was occupied in the 8th century, 
when the Tarim Basin is known to have been exposed to Tibetan invasion. 



  
  

Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 6 (49) 

Rawak, relief sculptures 
In April 1901, the great ruined Buddhist sanctuary of Rawak was explored. Clearing the 
south-eastern portion of the court brought to light large series of stucco images lining the walls. 
Many of them were of colossal size, and closely recalled the Greco-Buddhist art of Gandhara. 
On coin evidence found there, the 4th century A. D. is the lowest chronological limit 
for the Rawak sculptures. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 7/2 (86) 

Khotan bazaar 

At the end of April, 1901 Stein left Khotan. On the last day of his staying in the Khotan oasis, 
he made a long ride through the bazaar. ‘After the long months in the desert I found a strange 
pleasure in seeing humanity again surging around me.’ — wrote Stein in his personal narrative. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 7/2 (87) 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 7/2 (137) 

On his return way near Ferghana 
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Cat. Stein LHAS 25 

MS of Sand-buried Ruins of Khotan 

Manuscript of the popular account of the ist Central Asian expedition with dried flowers 
laid by Stein in it. 
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Ancient Khotan 
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Sand-buried Ruins of Khotan 
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LHAS 9/117 

Count Béla Széchenyi’s letter to Aurel Stein 



The Second Central Asian Expedition 1906-1908 
During 30 months of fieldwork, Stein traversed more than 16,000 kilometres. In April 1906 he 
crossed the Indian border, and passed through Swat, Dir, Chitral and Mastuj, collecting historical and 
ethnographical data. While descending on the glacier of the 4,700 metres high Darkot Pass, he tried 
to trace the path of a 747-dated military expedition, described in the Tang Liudian [Encyclopaedia of 
administrative law of the six divisions of the Tang bureaucracy], that crossed the Pamir and the 
Hindukush and descended towards Gilgit under the leadership of Gao Xianzhi. Stein 
obtained the permission of the Afghan king to cross Wahan and the Afghan Pamir, before taking a 
rest in Kashgar. Then he went through Yarkand to Khotan, and spent the summer months in the 
unmapped highlands of Kunlun. After this he excavated hitherto unknown settlements around 
Khotan, and then returned to Niya. From Niya he went through Charchan to Charklik, and finally 
visited the ruins of Loulan. 

In January 1907 he began to excavate the ruins of Miran. In February he continued his journey 
towards the caves of Dunhuang. At the final reach of the Suloho, he discovered some parts of an 
ancient wall which he called limes. In the course of two months he surveyed it in a length of about 
220 kilometres, and he found the so-called Yumenguan (Jade Gate). The wall was built in the Han 
period for keeping off the Huns invading from the north. In May Stein set off to his next destination: 
Caves of the Thousand Buddhas, where one of the most significant paper archives of the world was 
discovered by Wang Yuanlu in 1900. Ina sealed cave, thousands of manuscripts dating between the 5th 
and 11th centuries together with silk paintings, mainly from the Tang period, were preserved in excellent 
condition. This discovery gave a new impetus to studies related to medieval China and Central Asia. 
In June Stein followed his way towards the oasis of Anxi. Later he began his cartographic 
survey in Nanshan, followed by a second winter excavation season in the Tarim Basin. From Anxi to 
Karashahr, with a distance of 1,400 kilometres, he followed the military and trade routes in use since 
the Tang dynasty for contact between China and the West. In Hami and Turfan he surveyed important 
sites. In December he started to investigate the Buddhist sanctuaries of Ming-oi, to the south-west 
of Karashahr. Having visited Kuchar, he crossed the Taklamakan from north to south, heading to the 
direction where the Keriya River is lost in the sand. 
In February 1908 he started new archaeological research in Karadong. Later he set off to the source of 
the Yurungkash River. While surveying in the Kunlun, he suffered an accident. 
The popular description of the second expedition entitled Ruins of Desert Cathay was published in 
1912. The scholarly results of the expedition were resumed in the five volumes of Serindia (1921). 
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Map of the 2nd Central Asian expedition by Stein 

This map was made with the assistance of Stein’s Indian surveyors Rai Bahadur Lal Singh 
and Naik Ram Singh. The red line indicates the route followed, and the archaeological 
sites are also shown in red. 
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Stein’s letter to Ignaz Goldziher 
Ignaz Goldziher (1850-1921), a pioneer of modern Islamic research was a paternal friend of 
Aurel Stein. He closely followed Stein’s career, and reported his research results and publications 
to the Academy as well as to the Hungarian press. 
In this letter Stein writes about his work in Dunhuang: “I have found deep satisfaction in the fact 
that in the last months I could work around Dunhuang at the very place whose first systematic 
study had been made by a Hungarian expedition.” 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 37/1 (12) 

Portrait of Jiang Xiaowan 
Jiang Xiaowan served as Stein’s secretary and translator during his second Central Asian 
Expedition, and later became Chinese secretary to Sir Macartney in Kashgar. Stein highly 
appreciated his curious and lively mind and his steady loyalty. Jiang died in 1922. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 37/3 (26) 

View of Lowari Pass from Gujar Post, above Dir 
The Lowari Pass, 10,200 feet above the sea, was crossed during the night of 3rd May 1906, 
to avoid avalanches. 
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Cat Stein LHAS Photo 37/ 3 (4) 

View of Otrughul Glacier, looking towards southeast from moraine at circa 
16,000 feet 

The name was given by Stein, from the chief grazing ground lower down, to indicate the great 
glacier filling the true head of the Nissa Valley. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 37/3 (5) 

Exiled malefactors from Khotan and Taghlik herdsmen at Khushlash-langar, 
Karanghu-tagh 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 11 (41) 

Khadalik, Buddhist temple 
Fragment of stucco wall with stencilled Buddha figure from the passage of temple Kha.i. 
The foot measure on top left corner indicates the scale. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 37/3 (13) 

Niya, ruins of a house with wooden sculptures, 3rd century C.E. 
The photograph shows hall iii of ruined house N.XXVI. after excavation with decorated wooden 
double bracket. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 13/1 (51) 

Miran, fresco fragment of ruined Buddhist shrine, M. III. 
Miran, one of the smaller settlements in the kingdom of Kroraina, was an early cent¬ 
re of Buddhism. The murals found in Miran show not only the influence of Gandharan art, 
but that of the classical West. 
This fresco piece, originally found in several fragments, represents Gautama Bodhisattva 
in teaching pose with princely worshipper. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 11 (110) 

Loulan site, room IV of ruin L.B.IV, looking towards west, after excavation 
Loulan in the Lop Desert was discovered by the Swedish geographer, Sven Hedin. 
Stein visited the site in December 1906. From the written records found on wood, paper, and 
silk, he ascertained that this station held a garrison from the second century B.C.E. to control 
the important trade route led from Dunhuang to the oases along the foot of the Tianshan. 



   
                       
        

   
   
   

    

mem aT g i hon je 736 pee 3 g x 4h ; oe a eroded , ae # a arafere Goes 2 | “Ai Berrces | = ; f : « io precndderet oe Wren oh | 
Pees: \ leis “Gomes ae Se aoe 

a etree es ae 
f y 

| ill jp lle oe yo ait a ge ANY bv     
ne eet 

     
   
  
   
   

   

SS) es wi nae So “Ss s S 

i hole 
  

Seclt Laka) pz? 

Ss 

  
  No 28 Li fe Wal 

Scale 2 miles=/inch _ 
   
  

2 4   Ley, DON — ¬ 
        

      

Cat. Stein LHAS 64/35 

Dunhuang Desert, West, Rough sketch of detailed map of ancient wall 

Printed form of a map, drawn March—May 1907, and enlarged from P. table no. 28 
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Cat. Stein LHAS 64/35 

Dunhuang Desert, East, Rough sketch of detailed map of ancient wall 
Printed form of a hand-drawn map, enlarged from P. table no. 29. 



Caves of the Thousand Buddhas 

Dunhuang 

Dunhuang is at the edge of Gobi desert, in the western part of modern Gansu province. This oasis town 
was not only an important station for the caravans of the Silk Road, but the route of the embassies 
coming from Central Asia and from India passed through it as well. Missionaries and pilgrims of 
Buddhism and other faiths took a rest or settled for a shorter or longer period here. 
The town was founded as a military station by the great emperor of the Han Dinasty Wudi in 
111 B. C. in order to ensure China’s western expansion and control of the trade route. A border wall 
flanked by watch-towers was also built to the north of the town, expanding to the west of Dunhuang 
as far as the Jade Gate (Yumenguan). The town later became a center of administration and changed 
its name: from 622 to the 14th century it was called Shazhou (“Town of the Sand”), but later it took 
back its old name. Between 786 and 848 it was under Tibetan control, while between 1038 and 1227 
it belonged to the Tangut (in Chinese: Xi Xia) Empire. The importance of this site derives from the 
fact that the road leading to Eastern Turkestan (the modern Xinjiang province) forks here in order to 
bypass from the south and the north the dreadful Taklamakan desert. 
By the 4th century A. D. there was a flourishing Buddhist community in Dunhuang. Travelers 
frequently visited its sanctuaries before setting out on the dangerous desert route or upon arrival 
to give thanks for the successful traversing of the sea of sand. To the southwest of the city is the 
Mingsha Shan, that is the Mountain of Roaring Sand, flanked by a long wall of rocks in which a monk 
called Yuezun, perhaps in search of a calm place for meditation, carved the first cave in 366. This first 
cave was followed by many others, almost without interruption, for a thousand years, and while at first 
they served only as shelters for the monks, later they became decorated temples. This is how the the Cave 
Temples of the Thousand Buddhas (Qianfodong) originated. This complex of works of art, with its 45 
thousand square meters of surviving frescoes and more than 2000 stucco statues found in 492 caves is 
considered as the most outstanding Buddhist art gallery in the world. 

The secret of the hidden cave 

Aurel Stein arrived in March 1907 to Dunhuang, where he heard of a Turkic merchant some “vague 
rumours about a great hidden deposit of ancient manuscripts which was said to have been discove¬ 
red accidentally some years earlier in one of the grottoes. And the assertion that some of these ma¬ 
nuscripts were not Chinese had naturally made me still keener to ascertain certain details.” 
The hidden cell had been discovered in 1900 by Wang Yuanlu, the self-appointed custodian of the 
Caves of the Thousand Buddhas. This simple Daoist monk considered it hist life’s task to utilize the 
donations collected from the believers for cleaning the sanctuaries of sand and waste, repair of the 
damaged frescoes and sculptures, and the commissioning of new ones. Once, while examining a crack 
on a fresco in a large corridor, he found a walled-up cell that was full of bundles of manuscripts from 
floor to ceiling. Following this discovery, he sent a sample to his regional superior who instructed 
him to close the cell and guard it. Therefore, Stein had to behave very cautiously in order to dispel the 
distrust and anxiety of Wang. A solution was offered by a fresco representing Xuanzang, the well known 
7th-century Buddhist monk who traveled through Central Asia to India, from where he returned to 
China loaded with Buddhist sacred books. Stein told to Wang that he regarded this Chinese Buddhist 
pilgrim as his holy protector, and he was following his footsteps in this region. Persuaded by this 
explanation, Wang secretly lent Stein some Chinese manuscripts for one night. As if it were a 
“heavenly sign”, it turned out that “This fine rolls of paper contained Chinese versions of certain 
‘Sutras’ from the Buddhist canon which the colophons declared to have been brought from India and 
translated by Hsiian-tsang himself... Was it not “T’ang-séng’himself, so Chiang declared, 
who at the opportune moment had revealed the hiding-place of that manuscript hoard to an ignorant 
priest in order to prepare for me, his admirer and discipline from distant India, a fitting antiquari¬ 
an reward on the westernmost confines of China proper?” 
After completely dispelling the mistrust of Wang, Stein was not only allowed to search through the 
manuscripts, but — with a promise of absolute secrecy — he could also take with him 24 cases of 
manuscripts as well as 5 cases of the paintings hidden between the paper bundles, in turn for the 
silver he offered for the restoration of the sanctuaries. 
The Library Cave, as “Cave 17” is usually called today, conserved some 15 cubic meters of manuscripts 
and paintings. Most of them are in Chinese, some in Tibetan. However, due to the expansion of 
Buddhism and the meeting of cultures, there are several in different Indian, Iranian and Turkic 
languages. Most of the religious texts belong to Buddhism, but there are also Manichean, 
Nestorian Christian, Daoist and Confucian texts as well as secular documents offering a glimpse 
into the everyday life of the town. Contracts and last wills were also deposited here, while the 
administration of Dunhuang used the place as an archive, as attested by the various registrations, 
census records and almanacs. The earliest dated document comes from 406, and the latest from 1002. 
The reason for the walling up of the cell is unknown. Stein and other scholars attributed it to the 
Tangut expansion, while now it is connected instead with that of the first Muslim Turkish 
dynasty of the Karakhanids. 
Found among the manuscripts was the oldest printed book in the world, the Diamond Sutra dated 
May 11, 868, as well as several hundred paintings on silk, canvas and paper, and embroidered votive 
gifts. The painted silks and canvases were temple banners. 



The world of Buddhist imagery 

The frescoes and statues of the cave temples represent the gods, semigods and demons of the 
Mahayana school of Buddhism. 
According to the teaching of Buddhism, suffering is an essential part of existence. One can get rid of 
suffering only by extinguishing his thirst for existence. This is the way of liberating ourselves from 
the chain of rebirths and entering a state of Nirvana. The moral and philosophical system conceived 
by Gautama Siddhartha, born in the Lumbini Grove near Kapilavastu (today Nepal) went through 
important changes after the death of the founder. 
According to the Orthodox school, the illumination and the attainment of the Nirvana after death 
can only be realized by severe asceticism and meditation, in the course of which the person gradually 
annihilates his belief in an independent, unchangeable and eternal “ego”. As declared by the Buddha, 
this way is open to everyone, but only few will finally attain Nirvana. 
The new school formed between the 1* century B. C. and the 1% century A. D. assumed that the 
Nirvana of the Orthodox school could not be complete if apart from the person practicing 
asceticism no other suffering being can attain it. The ideal of the new school is the bodhisattva who, 
having attained enlightenment, does not enter a state of Nirvana, but suspends it as long as he helps 
to all the other beings to enter the path of enlightenment. As this new school ensures the liberation 
from suffering and the achievement of enlightenment for many persons, it was called “great vehicle” 
(Mahayana), in contrast to the Orthodox school, called “small vehicle” (Hinayana). 
The Mahayana, although they elaborated a very complex philosophical system, turned primarily to 
the masses. The prayers of laics, accompanied by donations, were directed to the bodhisattvas like 
Avalokiteshvara, the symbol of compassion, Manjushri, the embodiment of wisdom, Vajrapani, the 
protector, or Maitreya, the expected Buddha. They also prayed to the universal Buddha conceived as 
a god, and to the other Buddhas representing his various aspects and ruling various heavens, among 
them the Healing Buddha, Bhaishajyaguru who protected believers from sickness, or to the Buddha 
of the Infinite Light, Amitabha, whose paradise was the most desired goal of believers. The dead 
appear in front of an other worldly tribunal: heaven admits only those who have lived a virtuous life, 
while hell awaits sinners. 



  

  

      

      
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 64/34 

Map of Qianfodong — Caves of the Thousand Buddhas 
1 mile Original drawings of plans, 12 inches 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 37/4 (6) 

Dunhuang Limes, Ruins of military magazine along ancient frontier wall in de¬ 
sert, West of Dunhuang 

Right-hand section of a composite view, captioned “Ruins of ancient Chinese magazine T. XVIII on 
Duhuang Limes, seen from south.” The figures of men standing at different points of the structure 
serve to indicate its size. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 11/207 

Dunhuang, Qianfodong, Alcove with stucco images in cave Ch.ili.a 
Partly restored stucco sculptures, with Buddha in the centre, flanked by Ananda and Kasyapa, 
two of the most popular disciples along the Eastern Silk Road, together with Avalokitesvara, 
Ksitigarbha, and Lokapalas or Guardian Kings. The ceiling above contains stencilled Buddha 
images. Original built 650-780 C.E., Cave 45. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 13/1 (56) 

Dunhuang, Qianfodong, bundles of manuscripts 
The Library Cave, sealed in the 11th century, conserved some 15 cubic metres of manuscripts 
and paintings. Most of the religious texts preserved here belong to Buddhism, but there are also 
Manichean, Nestorian Christian, Daoist and Confucian texts as well as secular documents offering a 
glimpse into the everyday life of the town. The earliest dated document comes from 406, while the 
latest from 1002. The reason of the walling up is not known. Stein and other scholars explained it 
with the Tangut expansion, while now it is rather connected with the expansion of the first Muslim 
Turkish dynasty of the Karakhanids. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 13/1 (75) 

Dunhuang, Qianfodong, Representative selection of Chinese manuscripts and 
printed books 

In the Library Cave most manuscripts are in Chinese. A great number of Tibetan manuscripts can 
also be found. However, all the languages of the Silk Road are present to some degree, e.g. Indian, 
Iranian and Turkish. At the bottom of this photograph, we can see the Diamond Sutra, the oldest 
printed book, dated May 868 C.E. 



  
  

Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 13/1 (71) 

Dunhuang, Qianfodong, Detail of scroll, Illustration of the Ten Kings Sutra 
The popular Buddhist Sutra tells how the dead are judged by the Ten Kings of Hell. On the part 
shown the sinners are depicted with fetters on their hands and cangues around their necks. 
A virtuous man and woman are shown carrying sutra scrolls and a small image of Buddha respectively. 



      
  

Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 13/1 (64) 

Banners of Vajrapani and Bodhisattva 
Apart from the manuscripts, the Library Cave contained hundreds of paintings on silk, cotton 
and paper, most of them votive offerings used as temple banners, and some exquisite tapestry, 
fine embroideries, mainly dated to the Tang dynasty. 
This painting depicts Vajrapani or ‘thunderbolt-bearer’ who is a major figure of the Buddhist 
pantheon and a Bodhisattva. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 38/2 (129) 

Dunhuang, Qianfodong, Silk panting of Avalokiteshvara with donors 
Dated 983 C.E., this silk painting is a late work, as the donors were taking up almost 
as much space as the Bodhisattva Avalokiteshvara, to whom it was offered. 



   
   

      
  

   
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 38/2 (8) 

Illustration to the Fumu en zhong jing, the Sutra on the Kindness of Parents 



Photo by Judit Bagi 

Illustration to the Fumu en zhong jing, the Sutra on the Kindness of Parents   



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 37/3 (33) 

Section of panoramic view taken from crest of watershed above Huoning-to Pass, 
showing portions of the Richthofen, Tuolaishan and Alexander III ranges of Nans¬ 

han 

In July 1907 Stein interrupted archaeological work in the torrid desert for geographical work 
in the Nanshan Mountains. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 11 (288) 

Group of funeral monuments at southeast end of the “Ming-oi” site, Shorchuk, 
seen from the south 

In December 1907 Stein started excavations at the Northern Silk Road site, known to the local 
Muslims as Ming-oi “the Thousand Houses”. 



Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 13/1 (4) 

Ming-oi, Stucco relief head of Bodhisattva, 7th—8th century C.E. 
This head comes from shrine xv at Ming-oi, which was damaged by fire. The original colouring 
disappeared in the fire. The fine modelling of the head is close to classical Gandharan sculpture.   



      
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 37/5 (79) 

Group with Stein and assistants at Ulugh-Mazar 
From left to right: Sitting: Jiang Xiaowang, Stein with his dog Dash, Rai Bahadur Lal Singh. 
Standing: Ibrahim Beg, Jaswant Singh, Naik Ram Singh. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 37/5 (78) 

Shahyar labourers slaking their thirst after reaching ice of the Keriya River end 
In February 1908 he crossed the Taklamakan from north to south, heading to the direction 
where the Keriya River is lost in the sand. This was a risky undertaking, as everything depended on 
whether he can keep his direction and the expedition can reach in due time some source of water. 
Finally, albeit with a much-diminished water reserve, they reached in time the frozen river. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 12/1 (76) 

Two overlapping photo-theodolite views from Tope Ridge, above Yurungkash 
Valley, Yangi-dawan 

In August 1908 he set off with his Indian surveyor to the source of the Yurungkash River, trying 
to penetrate into the hitherto unknown mountain from the east. While surveying the way through 
the Yangi-dawan, the New Pass, he suffered an accident. The toes on his right foot were frozen, and 
they had to be amputated. He was taken to the surgery in Ladakh, where the Moravian mission of 
Leh gave him medical assistance. 
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LHAS 717.918 

Ruins of Desert Cathay 



  
LHAS 704.951 

Amitabha with attendants. Buddha preaching the Law. 
Tang Dynasty, early 8th century, silk (Ch.liii.oo1). This painting represents the Buddha preaching 
under an elaborated baldachin, with the jewelled branches and leaves of the bodhi tree in the backg¬ 
round under which he attained enlightenment. He is encircled by four sitting Bodhisatvas and six 
monk-disciples. The figure sitting at the bottom of the picture, on the left side is the donor. 



  
LHAS 704.951 

Two Avalokiteshvaras 

Tang Dynasty, mid-9th century, silk (Ch.xxxviil.005). This picture represents two Avalokiteshvaras 
standing on lotus flowers and looking at each other as if they were reflected in a mirror, with the 
figure of Amitabha Buddha in their crowns. In the central four lines of the inscription between the 
two Avalokiteshvaras the donor says thanks for having been set free from Tibetan captivity. 



  
MTA KIK 704.951 

Virupaksha. 
Tang Dynasty, 9th century, silk (Ch.o040), Virupaksha is one of the four Guardian Kings, 
he is the king of the West. He is usually represented with a sword in his hand. 



  
LHAS 704.951 

Bodhisatva Manjushri. 
Tang Dynasty, 9th century, silk (Ch.0036), the Bodhisatva of wisdom sitting on a red lotus throne, 
on the back of a white lion. Both he and the dark-skinned person restraining the lion on a red leash 
wear an Indian garment, dhoti. 



  
LHAS 704.951 

The Paradise of Bhaishajyaguru, detail. 
Tang Dynasty, second half of 9th century, silk (Ch.liii.003). Bhaishajyaguru is the Healing Buddha, 
who is invoked during illness. He is the Lord of the eastern Paradise, while Amitabha is that of the 
western one. This image represents the scenes of the Paradise on the terraces of a Chinese palace 
with musicians and dancers. 



LHAS 704.951 

Heavenly assembly, the Paradise of Bhaishajyaguru, with Tibetan inscription, 
detail. 

Tang Dynasty, 836, silk (Ch.xxxvii.oo4). The Healing Buddha with two Bodhisatvas represented 
in Tibetan style, Manjushri and Samanthabhadra with their companions. An inscription 
in Tibetan and Chinese in the middle of the image attests that the image was commissioned in 836 
for the health of the donator as well as for increasing the merits of his deceased parents   



  
LHAS 704.951 

The thousand-handed and thousand-eyed Avalokiteshvara. 

Tang Dynasty, early 9th century, silk (Ch.lvi.o019). The Tibetan occupation of Dunhuang (781-847) 
resulted in the increasing popularity of the Vajrayana or esoteric Buddhism. This image is one of 
the most beautiful paintings inspired by this school. The Bodhisatva Avalokiteshvara represents 
compassion. His unbroken attention towards those seeking him and his ability to give immediate 
help is symbolized by the multitude of his hands, with an eye in each of them. 



The Third Central Asian expedition, 1913-1916 
It was the longest of all his Central Asian expeditions. The route chosen for approaching the desert 
was a new one and led through the hill territories of Darel and Tangir, mentioned in the accounts 
of Chinese pilgrims, but never before visited by Europeans. From Kashgar he moved east along the 
foot of the Tianshan range, then across the Taklamakan to the south. On route, useful antiquarian 
observations were made before gaining the oasis of Khotan in November. The journey thence to 
Lop Nor lay necessarily along the old caravan route previously followed. This allowed him to trace more 
remains in Domoko, Niya River, and Miran. He set out on the first of February 1914, into the waterless 
desert northward, moving towards Loulan, a new route. Following the ancient border line discovered 
during the second expedition he revisited Dunhuang by the close of March 1914. Then he successfully 
traced its eastward continuation for another 250 miles to the Etsin Gol River. He reached Karakhoto 
in May and identified it with the city of ‘Etzina’, described by the 13th century Venetian Marco Polo, 
who followed the same routes as Stein some centuries earlier. 
In June increasing heat stopped work at desert sites, therefore he turned to the Nanshan range. 
From September, he set out on a journey of some 500 miles by unsurveyed routes, right across the 
desert ranges of the Beishan to the easternmost Tianshan. The journey thence along its northern foot 
acquainted him with a part of Dzungaria. He excavated at sites near Turfan on the northern Silk Road, 
especially in Astana and Bezeklik. 
In June 1915, he returned to Kashgar. Then he started a three-month journey, during which 
close on 1,700 miles were covered on foot and horseback across the Pamirs into Russian Turkestan. 
He arrived at Samarkand in October 1915. Then he reached the Persian border by rail and 
travelled along the Persian-Afghan border. He reached Sistan by the beginning of December 1915. 
There he started a third winter’s archaeological campaign in ancient Sakastane. Among the extensive 
ruins of a palace on the isolated rocky hill of Koh-i-Kwaja he discovered remains of wall paintings, 
the oldest brought into light within Iran. Some of them, distinctly Hellenistic in style, 
dated probably from Parthian times, illustrated the Iranian link between the Greco-Buddhist art of 
north-western India and the Buddhist art of Central Asia. Another interesting discovery on the same 
ground was that of a chain of watch towers which form an exact counterpart of the Chinese Han limes, 
and date from the Parthian period. He returned to India in March1916. 
Innermost Asia, the detailed record of this expedition was published in 1928. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 41/2 (31) 

Half-timbered house, probably at Srinagar, with corner tower and verandah, with 
Dash in the foreground 

Stein’s third expedition started from Srinagar. The villa on the photo, probably the Kaplas Villa 
at Gupkar near the town, was one of the houses rented by Stein. As he never had a permanent home, 
whenever he spent the winters in Kashmir, he always rent a house beside the Dal Lake. 



    
Pt 

Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 41/5 (169) 

Stein’s room, Dal Lake bungalow 
Interior of the room was found with the volumes of Serindia on the shelves. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 15 (165) 

  

Chinese drama of the story of Xuanzang, performed at Chinibagh, 
British Consulate, Kashgar 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 11 (112) 

Loulan, remains of ruin L.B. v., view from southwest 
Stein first visited the site in 1906, but the shortage of time and the deceptive nature of the ground 
in this wind-eroded desolation prevented him to search in detail. He returned in February 1914, 
and the relics from an ancient burial ground — sepulchral deposits, decorated fabrics etc. — 
were the most important results of his excavations. 



    
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 40/1 (483) 

Camp CVI with first vegetation reached on northern 
shore of dried-up Lop seabed 

Having crossed the Lop on March 4 1906, the worn-out beasts had their reward when reached the 
foot of the eroded plateau scattered with tufts of reeds. Very scanty as the grazing was, it was a great 
boon for the camels. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 14 (209) 

Outer shrines of Yueyaquan (Moon Spring) sanctuary, near Dunhuang 
On his third journey Stein revisited Dunhuang and managed to pay a visit to the famous 
sanctuary. The fine spring hidden away amidst the high dunes of the oasis is considered a 
wonder of nature, and together with the resounding sand-hill above it, formed a pilgrimage place 
for the people of Dunhuang. The site is duly mentioned from a Chinese envoy to Khotan who passed 
Dunhuang in 938 and also by Marco Polo. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 14 (249) 

Karakhoto, Alcove at back of temple K.K.I.i1, with image bases 
Karakhoto, the “Black City’ was discovered by the Russian explorer, Colonel Peter Koslov in 1908. 
Its large imposing ruins are the remains of Marco Polo’s city of Etzina, which was abandoned in the 
14th century. During Stein’s excavations Buddhist manuscripts and block-prints, both in Tibetan 
and Tangut languages and stucco relievos were found. 
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Karakhoto, plans and sections of stupas and shrine 
Original drawing of plan, 31 May—6 Junei1914, Published as plan 19 of Innermost Asia. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 40/1(252) 

Karakhoto, front of Muslim tomb, facing east 
This domed structure in the immediate vicinity of the town walls is a Gumbaz or Muslim tomb. 
According to Stein it would be useless to guess whether it was meant to guard the mortal remains 
of some local Muslim notable or official, or of some wealthy trader or traveller who died here on 
journey, but he stated, that this resting place is probably the oldest Muslim building extant in the 
westernmost portion of China proper. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 14 (301) 

Tianshan, view down valley from about two miles south of Panopa Pass 
According to ancient Chinese records a much frequented mountain route between Gucheng and 
Turfan led across Panopa Pass. 
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Toyuk, painted ceiling of shrine, Toyuk VI. 

Toyuk is in the Turfan area on the Northern Silk Road. It is a Buddhist cave site in a gorge near 
Karakhoja. Stein visited the site in November 1914 and stayed there for 15 days. 
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Toyuk, Original drawing of plan, Toy. VI. 
Plan of fresco decoration on ceiling of Cave Temple, Toy. VI. 

The major interest that survived in the shrine is the painted ceiling of the flat-shaped dome over 
the cella. The fresco decoration shows two rows of carefully drawn and painted small figures, 
all haloed and seated, grouped amidst exquisitely designed floral tracery around a central medallion 
in the zenith. As the total number of the seated figures in the circular rows is 26, and the broken 
portion of the ceiling leaves room for two more, it seems that a representation of the 28 nakshatras, 
or lunar mansions was intended. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 14 (312) 

Toyuk, Mazar of the ‘Seven Sleepers’, looking towards mouth of gorge 
Toyuk was a much frequented place of pilgrimage for Buddhists, and later with the spreading 
of Islam, also for Muslims. It has become a holy spot by placing the well known Muslim 
version of the Christian legend of the ‘Seven Sleepers’ at the Mazar of Asahab-Kahaf immediately 
below the mouth of the gorge. 



  
  

  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 14 (314) 

Cave-temples and shrines in southern portion of Bezeklik site 
Bezeklik, meaning ‘Place where there are paintings’ in Turkic, is a Buddhist site with 77 rock-cut 
caves in a canyon northeast of the ancient Uighur city of Karakhoja. The walls of the caves are 
decorated with tempera paintings representing Buddhist legends, dating from the Uighur times. 
German expeditions led by Albert Grunwedel and Albert von Le Coq were the first to explore the site. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 40/1(315) 

Ruined shrines in northern portion of Bezeklik site 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 14 (323) 

Astana, head of coffin, holding wrapped corpse of man from tomb Ast. IX, 2, As¬ 
tana cemetery 

Stein visited Astana first in 1907 and returned in January 1915. Owing to the arid 
environment, the vast burial, 6 kilometres from ancient Gaochang, preserved 
many important artefacts and mummies in remarkable state mainly 
from the early Tang period. The objects found buried with the deceased persons 
— household furniture and utensils, painted stucco figurines, textiles and even food — 
shed light on many aspects of the daily life in Turfan at that period. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 14 (330) 

Large mansion to west of main road in northern area, Yarkhoto 
In Yarkhoto, -— the name of the town is half Turki half Mongol — the survival of many of its 
structures is due to its having built on an island-like plateau rising high above the 
ravines or ‘Yars’ which surround it. The buildings on the photo are distinguished by their size 
and particularly massive construction. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 40/1 (364) 

View up Bostan-arche valley towards Chakraghil portion of meridional ridge 
In July 1915, Stein and his party started from Bostan-arche for the Pamirs. ‘It was a great 
encouragement to feel that across them the road now lay open for me to those mountain 
regions north of the Oxus, which by reason of their varied geographical interest and their ethnical 
and historical associations had attracted me since my youth’ — wrote Stein. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 40/1 (379) 

Kirghiz camp near head of Bash-gumbaz valley 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 14 (445) 

Yazgulamis anthropometrically examined at Rokhar 
During his expeditions, Stein always made anthropological measurements. He noted the cranial 
specifications, tribe, language etc. of the person examined, and made photographs of the men 
belonging to the same ethnic group. He was especially interested in_ little-known 
races and tribes. The linguistic data collected by him was incorporated in the major volumes 
of the Linguistical Survey of India by G. Grierson. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 14 (458) 

Ruined terrace and structures on northwest side of quadrangle, 
Ghagha-shahr 

The citadel complex of Ghagha-shahr was firstly investigated by Stein. In Sistan, the basalt hill 
of Koh-i Khwaja rising up as an island in middle of Lake Hamun is an important place of Islamic 
pilgrimage. The remains of a fire temple attest the importance of Ghagha-shahr in the Zoroastrian 
religion as well. 
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Ruin of fortified mansion near Bulai, Sistan, seen from south 
The ruined site is within the oasis of Persian Sistan. This mansion of imposing dimension with high 
pointed gateway and the multiple rows of arched niches is from the early Muslim period. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS 63/24 

Yin pen to Mei-yo, examined by Mohammed Yakub Khan 
Northern part of Gansu. Original drawing of geographical map, with Stein’s notes. 
It was published as part of Map 42 in Stein’s Memoir on Maps of Chinese Turkestan and Kansu. 
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Memoir on maps of Chinese Turkestan 
Cartographic results of Stein’s three exploratory trips to Chinese Turkistan between 1900-1915. 
This is a set of 45 maps with reports describing the production of the maps and explanatory 
comments, published by the Trigonometrical Survey Office, India in 1923. 
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Innermost Asia 



The Archaeological Survey of India 
The Archaeological Survey of India in its current form was established in 1861. Its revival started 
during the viceroyalty (1899-1905) of Lord Nathaniel Curzon (1859-1925) who, observing the lack of 
coordination, proposed the revival of the post of the Director General. Sir John Marshall (1876-1958) 
was appointed to head the department in 1902, and he held the post for 26 years. 
Stein joined the Survey in January 1904, and became inspector general of education and 
archaeological surveyor in Baluchistan and in the territory of the Northwest Frontier Province 
reorganized by Curzon. Between 1910 and 1917, he was Superintendent of Archaeology in the 
Northwest Frontier Province and Honorary Curator of Peshawar Museum. After his official retirement 
in 1917, he obtained extension of service on ‘special duty’ to work on books and his collection from the 
third expedition up to 1928 when he finally retired from service in India. Results of his work in Indian 
archaeology can be found in the official publications of the Survey. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 13/2 (26) 

Sultankhel stupa, view from southeast of Shpola, Khyber 
The following set of four Archaeological Survey photographs of the Frontier Circle from 1911-1912 
are showing ruins and artefacts explored and found at the time when Stein was Superintendent of 
archaeology of this territory and Honorary Curator of the Peshawar Museum. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 13/2 (3) 

Kanishka’s relic casket, rear side view, Shahji-ki-Dheri 
This Buddhist reliquary of the great Kushan emperor dated 127 CE was found in a great stupa at 
Shahji-ki-Dheri, the outskirts of Peshawar, during the archaeological excavations in 1908-1909. 
At the top Buddha is surrounded by Brahma and Indra. The casket has a Kharosthi inscription. 



  
Temple A., Kafirkot, Bilot, seen from south 

Kafirkot ‘Foreigners’ Fortress’ in the Northwest Frontier Province. Its temple is_ built 
in Kashmir style. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 13/4 (24) 

Sahri-Bahlol, mound S.D. General view of monastery area from south 
Historical place in the vicinity of Takht-i- Bahi, about 70 kilometres from Peshawar. 
Ruins of ancient monasteries were identified here. 



Alexander the Great 

In the 1870s at the Kreuzschule of Dresden, one of his teachers gave Stein a copy of 
The Campaigns of Alexander by Arrian, the second century Greek historian. The small boy became 
fascinated by the great Macedonian conqueror and throughout his life he devoted many excursions 
to trace the routes and stages of Alexander’s Eastern campaign and to verify the exact places 
where critical battles had been fought. 
Stein devoted long time to solve the Alexandrian mysteries using his skills in comparative linguistics, 
history, historical geography and military history: 

¢ the identification of the Rock of Aornos, which Alexander the Great captured from local army 
on his way to the Indus in 327 B. C.; 

«his route through the Punjab across the Salt Range to the Jhelum and the exact site of the 
decisive battle in which he defeated Poros; 

¢ the line taken during the near-disastrous retreat from the Indus Delta to Persia through Gedrosia. 
The results of his archaeological and geographical expeditions were published in his book 
On Alexander’s Track to the Indus (1929) and in various articles. 
The meeting points of the East and West and the mixture and synthesis of varied cultures 
flourishing in those places were always in the centre of Stein’s scholarly interest. The Greek culture being 
transported so far into the heart of Asia was manifest in the realm of art with the emergence of the 
Buddhist art of Gandhara in Afghanistan and Northern India. 



  

  

  
Photo of Gandharan art: Life in the Palace 

The following three photographs showing Greco-Buddhist sculptures and fragments 
in the Lahore Museum were given to Stein by A. F. R. Hoernle, the well-known Orientalist, 
decipherer of an unknown language, the Khotanese. He was a friend and patron of Stein, 
giving always support to his plans of expeditions. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 41/1 (100) 

Photo of Gandharan art: Bodhisattva statue 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 41/1 (101) 

Photo of Gandharan art: Head of a pillar 
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Ruined temple, Gumbat, Talash Valley 
Stein’s published accounts of his travels were richly illustrated with his own photographs, 
which were prepared for publication with his characteristic meticulousness. This photograph, 
a proof print marked up with Stein’s instructions to the blockmaker, appeared in his book 
On Alexander’s Track to the Indus published in 1929. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 28 (4) 

Swat valley 
As Stein wrote in the Preface of his book On Alexander’s Track to the Indus, in 1926: he was 
not attracted to Swat Valley because it was the place of ancient Udyana, full of Buddhist relics, 
much travelled by the pilgrims and itinerant monks of olden times, such as Faxian (337-c.422) 
and Xuanzang (602-664), whose tracks Stein had already followed in his earlier expeditions; 
rather, this time he wished to explore the scenes of the strenuous military expeditions 
of Alexander the Great. 
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Iran, Iraq 
In the 1930s Stein organised four archaeological expeditions to Iran. It was not a new territory for 
him. He was a student of Iranian studies and at the end of his 3rd Central Asian expedition he had 
already visited its eastern borders with Afghanistan. He knew well the events and places connected with 
Alexander the Great’s conquest of Persia, while on the eastern Silk Road, he had encountered with the 
Iranian influence in written documents and artefacts. 
In January 1932 he visited Persian Baluchistan and travelled to Kerman. In this short expedition he 
had a Hungarian assistant, the young Indologist, Karoly Fabri (1899-1968). In September he set off 
again for Iran, and during his second expedition in 1932-33 he continued his explorations along the 
Persian Gulf, passing through Minab, Hormuz, Bandar Abbas, and the costal area of Laristan to 
Bushire. In 1933-1934 on his third expedition, he travelled through eastern Fars, while in 1935-36 
the fourth Iranian expedition took him from western Fars to Iranian Kurdistan. During these 
expeditions, he excavated sites dating from the Neolithic to the Islamic period. 
As he was the discoverer of the Han dynasty limes in Gansu, he had a keen interest in the researches 
of Fr. Antoine Poidebard (1878-1955) — the pioneer of aerial archaeology — in respect of the Roman 
limes in Syria and decided to make similar investigation in Iraq and the Transjordan. In 1929 and in 
1935 he had some short flights with R.A.F. aeroplanes and realized the great value of survey from the 
air. Therefore in 1938-39 he made surveys on the ground and from the air from the Tigris in north¬ 
eastern Iraq to the Gulf of Aqaba. Remains of Roman highways, aqueducts, bridges, cisterns and 
milestones were discovered by using this new technology. 
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issued 1937 9 Stein’s British passport 



  
Private collection 

Portrait of Charles Louis Fabri 

The Hungarian Indologist, Charles Louis Fabri (1899-1968) accompanied Aurel Stein as his 
assistant to Iran in 1931-1932. This brief collaboration was to have an impact on Fabri’s later 
activity in India: as he became known in archaeological circles for this work with Stein and as 
the editor of the Annual Reports of the Archaeological Survey of India between 1930-1934. 
He worked at various sites in India and after the partition, moved to Delhi and devoted 
his life to Indian art history, writing art critiques especially on contemporary Indian painting 
and classical Indian dance. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 25 (18) 

Original of personal narrative of Persian journey, 1935-36, Iraq 1938 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 25 (18) 

Painted pottery from Mauyilbak, Delfan 
In the province of Delfan, there is a conical mound known as Mauyilbak, dating from the late 
Kassite period. Painted vessels, shallow bowls, single-handed mugs, spout with an open channel 
were recovered from three burials. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 25 (4) 

Fragments of head of bronze statue from Shami shrine, Malamir 
Two halves of a bronze mask slightly larger than life-size. The modelling shows Hellenistic 
influence. It is from the Parthian shrine of Shami. The cult place was completely wrecked and 
burned. The fragments which had evidently been subjected to blows with a hammer show 
marks of the violent treatment. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 22/2 (14) 
  

  
Stein in flying suit for aerial surveys, Iraq, 1938 

It was on 8 March 1938 when Stein started his many flights in a fur-lined flying suit for aerial 
reconnaissance, which was an appropriate technique for mapping ancient defences, 
which were difficult to identify on the ground. 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 43/8 

Aerial photographs of Transjordan 
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Roman bridge, Eski Mosul, with policeman on the right 
Along with aerial surveying, Stein continued his reconnaissance on ground in search 
of the remains of the Roman Empire. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 23/7 (45) 

Roman milestone, prostate k K.N. of Al-Khalide 



ys THROUGH PERSIAN KURDISTAN [Chap, yy 
long, winding and quite dark passage, about 64 feet long 
seemed partly natural. 

On emerging from the darkness we found ourselves 
at the lower end of a dimly lit rift, 7, unmistakably natural 
leading up to a great cavern, also natural. This wi dew 
from about 20 feet to some 40 feet towards the end, about 
128 feet on, where it branches into two narrow fissures 
Before this point was reached the roof of the covert 
was no longer visible, it being beyond the reach of ihe 
light penetrating from the two porticoes to be Presently 
mentioned and the glimmer provided by our three hurricane 
lanterns. The roughness of the rock walls on either side 
which had deep indentations and crevices, left no doubs 
about this main cave (Ker Porter’s ‘circular hall’) being 
as a whole the work of Nature, though near the entrance 
some smoothing down of the lower rock face could lhe 
noticed, as well as some small niches irregularly cut Fan 
lamps. The effect of this great natural nave was much 
increased by the height of the arched ceiling, which cata 
scarcely be less than 50 feet. 

The winding rifts branching off at the northern end of 
the main cavern have probably at all times exerciseg 
popular imagination even more than the great natural 
hall and the excavations done by the hand of man. Oy, 
local guides were eager to show us these fissures, and the 
rare chance of seeing their mysteries by the light of our 
lanterns had induced quite a little crowd from two neigh. 
bouring hamlets to the south to follow in our footsteps, The 
first rift branching off to the north-west and often narrowing 
to less than 5 feet in width and 3-4 feet in height, turned 
after some 150 yards northward and after another 109 

  

22. SKETCH PLAN OF KARAFTO CAVES   
Old Routes of Western Iran 
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Afghanistan 
Nearly eighty-one and still vigorously active, the long-standing wish of Stein was granted when he 
was allowed to explore ancient Bactria in Afghanistan. He arrived at the US Legation on the 19th of 
October 1943. Three days later he caught a cold, had a stroke and died on the 26th of October. 
His last words were: “I have had a wonderful life, and it could not be concluded more happily than in 
Afghanistan, which I have wanted to visit for sixty years”. 
The short epitaph engraved on his grave in the Christian cemetery in Kabul conveys the essentials 
on his oeuvre and character: 

Mark Aurel Stein 

Of the Indian Archaeological Survey 
Scholar explorer author 

By his arduous journeys in 
India Chinese Turkestan 

Persia and Iraq 
He enlarged the bounds of knowledge 
Born at Budapest 26 November 1862 
He became an English citizen in 1904 

He died at Kabul 26 October 1943 
A man greatly beloved 



  
Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 44/1 (25) 

Snapshot of Aurel Stein and group, Mohand Marg, circa 1940 
Stein wrote on the back of the photo: ‘A poor figure saying farewell to two fair ladies 
starting for Haramukh’. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS Photo 44/1 (26) 

One of the last snapshots of Aurel Stein, possibly at Niai-bathi camp, 
16 March 1943 



  
photo by Zhijun Sun 

Stein’s graveyard in Kabul 
At the end of his life, Stein chose a place on his beloved summer camp, the Mohand Marg, 
to which he referred as his tomb. But he died in a faraway country and was buried 
in the Christian cemetery, the Gora Kabur “white graveyard” in Kabul. 
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Cat. Stein LHAS 68 

Portrait of Stein, charcoal drawing by William Rothenstein 
Made for the National Portrait Gallery, London in 1920. 
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